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Construction Sites Where Operations Have Been Suspended 
Required Inspections 

Overview 
BB 2020-004 

 

1. General safety inspections should be performed once per week, at 

minimum, and documented in a report to be made available to NYC Building 

Department (hereafter, the Department) upon request.  On the day of, and 

after, severe weather, additional inspections shall be made. A signed and 

dated copy of report should be kept on site.  This inspection is NOT an 

engineering inspection.  Engineering inspections 

(excavations/underpinning/support of excavation) will be discussed in later 

paragraphs.   

If an unsafe condition is discovered, the Department shall be immediately 

notified.  No method of notification has been provided yet.  Until a method of 

notification is provided, the safety inspector should call DOB Enforcement Unit 

(212-393-2404, press 1 for Enforcement) or the incident hotline (212-602-

0431).     

The general safety inspection shall be performed by a competent person 

holding a Site Safety Training (SST) Supervisor Card (62H). The only entities 

required to possess a 62H SST Card are the Site Safety Manager (SSM), Site 

Safety Coordinator (SSC), Registered Construction Superintendent (CS), and 

the competent person required to be designated by the Registered 

Construction Superintendent.  If your site requires a SSM, SST, or CS, those 

entities should probably be making the general safety inspection.  In addition, 

if your site requires an SSM, SSC, or Registered CS, the inspection report 

should be submitted to the Department, in a manner yet to be determined.  

The BIS permit for the main application under which construction is being 

carried out will indicate the required safety personnel.  If your site does not 

require a SSM, SSC, CS, any competent person with a valid 64H SST 

Supervisor Card can perform the safety inspection.     
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2. Personnel/material hoists shall be tested once each month.   Contractor 

should consult with hoist subcontractor regarding maintenance.  

   

 

3. Period maintenance and inspection of cranes shall be in accordance with 

1 RCNY 3319-01(k)(3)&(4), 1 RCNY 3319-01(l).  Contractors should contact 

their crane engineer for guidance.   

 

     

4. Required watchpersons shall be maintained on site 24/7, in accordance 

with 3303.3.  Only sites with a footprint of 5000 square feet or more require 

a watchperson. 
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5. For sites in excavation phase, the maintenance of a soil “angle of repose” 

steeper than 45 degrees or any angle of repose adjacent to sidewalks or 

buildings requires an inspection by a licensed professional (PE) to verify 

stability and a submission of a geotechnical report to the Department 

within 48 hours. The PE should document his inspection. 

 

 

 

6.  For sites in excavation phase, support of excavation (SOE) shoring as well as 

underpinning shall be inspected by a professional engineer (PE) within 48 

hours of suspension of operations. Thereafter, the SOE and underpinning 

shall be inspected once a week and after heavy rain. The PE should 

document his inspection.  
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7. For alterations in occupied buildings (residential or non-residential), a 

weekly inspection shall be performed to verify compliance with the Tenant 

Protection Plan (residential) or Occupancy Protection Plan (non-

residential), in addition to the general safety inspections and engineering 

inspections indicated above, as applicable.     

 

  

 

8. While performing periodic inspections, inspectors shall observe all health 

precautions recommended by federal, state, and local authorities, regarding 

COVID19.     

 

3/31/2020 
Written by Robert D'Alessio 
Construction Code and Safety Consultant 
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